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13th 
November

Robert Louis 
Stevenson

Day 

Children’s Fiction 8-12
Historical Fiction
Victorians 

eBook available
Rights: World

The Highlands, 1881

A boy seeking a father...
A girl seeking treasure...
A writer seeking a story...

When Robert Louis Stevenson 
sketches a map to amuse his 
stepson Sam it sets them off on 
the adventure of a lifetime.

While Stevenson is inspired to 
write his first great story, Sam 
has a treasure hunt of his own 
to pursue, guided through the 
hidden forests and dangerous 
glens of the Cairngorms by the 
mystical Jen Hawkins.

Finding Treasure Island | Robin Scott-Elliot

978-1-911279-56-3
£7.99 

2nd November 2023
PB 200 pp tbc
B-format 198mm x 129mm 

Children’s Fiction 8-12 / Historical / Victorians

Robin
Scott-Elliot

Robert Louis Stevenson
Victorian Scotland 

Based on Real People / Events
Mystical Adventure & Action

� � � � � Robin Scott-Elliot has been a 
sports journalist for over 25 
years with the BBC, ITV, the 
Sunday Times, the Independent 
and ‘i’, covering every sport 
you can think of and a few you 
probably can’t. The highlight 
was the London 2012 Olympics 
and Paralympics; the lowlight 
turning up at the wrong stadium 
to cover Scotland’s football team.

Finding Treasure Island will 
be his fourth historical-fiction 
novel after The Tzar’s Curious 
Runaways, The Acrobats of Agra 
and Hide and Seek.

He lives in Helensburgh with his 
wife and two daughters, and a 
dog, a cat, a rabbit and a guinea 
pig.

robinscottelliot.com

A summer that will change lives forever

Finding Treasure Island is the missing 
memoir of Sam Osbourne, which reveals 

his part in the birth of the greatest 
adventure story written.

ARTWORK NOT FINAL

“brilliantly 
suspenseful 

and beautifully 
imagined” 

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH
The Tzar’s Curious Runaways



with free 
‘Spy’s Guide to 

Europe’
download

Children’s Fiction 8-12
Contemporary Mystery
People & Places: Europe

eBook available
Rights: World

Samia is thrilled to win a sight-
seeing holiday to Europe, but 
when shots are fired in the middle 
of the night on the Euro Metro, 
it becomes clear that this is no 
ordinary school trip. 

Samia, and her fellow prize-
winners, Ava and Frankie, are 
catapulted into a world of art, 
espionage, and terrible danger,  
as they discover the trip is 
being used as cover for a spying 
mission. 

Can the children solve the 
fiendish clues hidden on famous 
European landmarks and avoid 
the scary strangers who are 
stalking their every move as they 
help Miss Watson from MI6?

Euro Spies | Lindsay Littleson

978-1-911279-54-9
£7.99 

April 2023
PB 200 pp tbc
B-format 198mm x 129mm 

Children’s Fiction 8-12 / Mysteries & Detective Stories / Europe

LI"sAy
LI$%sON

Mystery, Culture & Crime
Countries & Capital Cities

Friendship, Fun & Food
Languages & Landmarks

Lindsay Littleson is a bestselling, 
prize-winning author. She won 
the Kelpies Prize for her first 
children’s novel The Mixed-Up 
Summer of Lily McLean, (Floris, 
2014). Guardians of the Wild 
Unicorns (Floris, 2019) was 
nominated for the 2020 CILIP 
Carnegie Medal. Her best-selling 
The Titanic Detective Agency 
(Cranachan, 2019) regularly 
tops the Amazon charts in 
its category. The Rewilders 
(Cranachan, 2022) and Euro 
Spies (Cranachan 2023) are 
Lindsay’s seventh and eighth 
children’s novels respectively.

Lindsay lives with her partner 
Ian and their very noisy cat in a 
small village near Glasgow.

lindsaylittleson.co.uk
Twitter @ljlittleson
Instagram: @lindsaylittleson

978-1-911279-54-9 978-1-911279-09-9

978-1-911279-26-6978-1-911279-44-0
BESTSELLER

COULD &U BE A EU' SPY?COULD &U BE A EU' SPY?

sOL( T) CRYPTIC CLUES AS 
&U *AD ALONG IN A +CE 

AGAINST T) CLOCK! 



from
 award-winning 

author
Barbara

Henderson

Children’s Fiction 8-12
Historical Fiction
Bridges/Construction

eBook available
Rights: World

When 12-year-old John Nicol 
gets a job at the Forth Bridge 
construction site, he knows it’s 
dangerous. Two boys have already 
fallen from the bridge into the 
Forth below. But John has no 
choice—with his father gone, he 
must provide an income for his 
family—even if he is terrified of 
heights.

John finds comfort in the new 
Carnegie library, his friend Cora 
and his squirrel companion, 
Rusty. 

But when he is sent to work in 
Cain Murdoch’s Rivet Gang, John 
must find the courage to climb, to 
face his fears, and to stand up to 
his evil boss.

Rivet Boy | Barbara Henderson

978-1-911279-22-8
£7.99 

February 2023
PB 200 pp tbc
B-format 198mm x 129mm 

Children’s Fiction 8-12 / Historical / Forth Bridge

Barbara
Henderson

Forth Bridge Construction
Victorian Scotland & STEM

Based on Real People / Events
Carnegie Library  & Librarian

Inverness-based Barbara 
Henderson is the author of 
historical novels Fir for Luck, 
Punch, Black Water, The Siege of 
Caerlaverock and The Chessmen 
Thief as well as the eco-thriller 
Wilderness Wars.

The Siege of Caerlaverock won 
the Historical Association’s 
Young Quills Award for the best 
children’s historical fiction in 
2021 and The Chessmen Thief 
was shortlisted in 2022.

Barbara shares her home with 
one teenage son, one long-
suffering husband and a scruffy 
Schnauzer called Merry.

Web: barbarahenderson.co.uk
Twitter @scattyscribbler
Instagram: @scattyscribbler

978-1-911279-75-4 978-1-911279-85-3

978-1-911279-09-9978-1-911279-34-1
BESTSELLER

Whatever you do, don’t look down...

The story of one boy’s role in the building 
of the iconic Forth Rail Bridge—Scotland’s 

greatest man-made wonder—in 1889. 

WINNER

SHORTLISTED

BESTSELLER





I was the boy with a plan. 
Now I am the boy with nothing.

From the moment 12-year-
old Kylan hatches a plan to 
escape from his Norse captors, 
and return to Scotland to fi nd 
his mother, his life becomes a 
dangerous game. 

Th e precious Lewis Chessmen 
pieces—which he helped carve—
hold the key to his freedom, 
but he will need all his courage 
and wit to triumph against Sven 
Asleifsson, the cruellest Viking in 
the realm. 

One false move could cost him 
his life.
  

Th e Chessmen Th ief | Barbara Henderson

Children’s Fiction 8-12
Scottish Historical
Vikings

eBook available
Rights: WORLD

978-1-911279-85-3
£6.99 

29th April 2021
PB 200 pp tbc
B-format 198mm x 129mm 

Barbara Henderson is the 
Inverness-based author of the 
critically acclaimed historical 
children’s novel Fir for Luck, 
and the historical smuggling 
novella, Black Water, also set in 
Dumfries and featuring Robert 
Burns. Barbara is known for 
her energetic, interactive school 
events and author visits.

She splits her time between 
writing and teaching Drama 
to young people. Her house is 
home to one husband, three 
teenagers, a dog and a crazy 
collection of puppets.

barbarahenderson.co.uk 
@scattyscribbler 

Barbara  Henderson

Th e Lewis Chessmen
Action & Adventure

Family & Morality
Viking Scotland
Chess

WIN. LOSE. SUrVIVE.

978-1-911279-34-1 978-1-911279-23-5

978-1-911279-09-9978-1-911279-75-4

BESTSELLER

SHORTLISTED

BESTSELLER

Children’s Fiction 8-12 / Historical / Vikings

NEW RELEASE

‘A gripping tale of courage and high-adventure’
DAN SMITH, Author of She Wolf



Esme is annoyed and braced 
for boredom when she’s sent 
to stay with her gran for the 
weekend, until she discovers 
a terrible mistake. Cora, the 
abandoned kitten Gran found 
on the Rothiecraig Estate, is in 
fact a wild lynx kit and she is 
growing—fast!

Suddenly, Esme finds herself 
on a dangerous mission 
to rewild Cora, along with 
Callum Docherty for company, 
the school’s ‘bad boy’, and 
Shug, the worst guard dog in 
the world. 

The situation takes a terrifying 
turn when the children pitch 
their tents on a bleak Highland 
moor and hear wolves howling 
outside…

The Rewilders | Lindsay Littleson

Children’s Fiction 8-12
Contemporary
Environment/Animals

eBook available
Rights: WORLD

978-1-911279-93-8 
£7.99 

3rd March 2022
PB 200 pp tbc
B-format 198mm x 129mm 

Lindsay won the Kelpies Prize 
for her first children’s novel 
The Mixed-Up Summer of Lily 
McLean (Floris, 2014) and 
Guardians of the Wild Unicorns 
(Floris, 2019) was nominated for 
the 2020 CILIP Carnegie Medal. 
Secrets of the Last Merfolk 
(Floris, 2021) is her latest novel. 

In 2015 her WW1 novel Shell 
Hole was shortlisted for the 
Dundee Great War Children’s 
Book Prize. 

Lindsay lives with her partner 
Ian and their very noisy cat in a 
small village near Glasgow.

lindsaylittleson.co.uk
Twitter @ljlittleson
Instagram: @lindsaylittleson

LINDSAY LITTLESON

Nature & Rewilding
Action & Adventure

Family & Morality

Care-Experienced Children

Animals & Habitats

978-1-911279-26-6978-1-911279-44-0
BESTSELLER

Children’s Fiction 8-12 / Contemporary/  Environment

‘WE ARE FACING NOTHING LESS 
THAN THE COLLAPSE OF OUR 
LIVING WORLD, THE VERY THING 
WE RELY ON FOR EVERY ELEMENT 
OF THE LIVES WE LEAD. WE 
MUST REWILD THE WORLD.’

DAVID ATTENBOROUGH

Bullying & Peer Pressure



Children’s Fiction 8-12 / Fantasy /Witches 

THE WITCHES ARE 
GATHERING...
12-year-old Rab spends all of his 
time doing backbreaking work 
on his family’s farm instead of 
attending school, but when he 
finds a hag stone in one of the 
fields, everything changes.

Looking through its circular 
hole, he sees witches gathering 
in a coming storm, and they’ve 
set their sights on his family. 

Can Rab save his sisters from 
the clutches of the witches’ 
coven before their Halloween 
ceremony in the old church?

Filled with mystery and magic, 
Hag Storm is a spooky, historical 
adventure with a supernatural 
twist.  

Hag Storm
Victoria Williamson

Children’s Fiction 8-12
Fantasy / Witches

eBook available

VICTORIA WILLIAMSON

Witches & Witchcraft
Historical Setting

Robert Burns
Mystery & Magic
Spooky Adventure

What will you see 
when you look through 

the Hag Stone?

978-1-911279-91-4  £7.99 

4th November 2021
PB 198 x 129mm | 200 pp tbc

‘Hugely relevant for today's 
generation, Victoria 

Williamson writes with a 
galloping pace packaged at 

every turn with extraordinary 
compassion, delivering an 
enjoyable and empathy-

building reading experience  
Brilliantly written.’

BOOKS FOR TOPICS

New for 2021

Cover Illustration 
Elise Carmichael

A lifelong storyteller and 
daydreamer, Victoria 
Williamson is a children’s author 
and teacher. 

Her previous novels, The Fox 
Girl and the White Gazelle (2018, 
Floris Books), and The Boy 
with the Butterfly Mind (2019, 
Floris Books) were based on her 
experiences of teaching children 
with diverse backgrounds and 
have been shortlisted for a 
number of awards.

Victoria divides her time 
between writing, visiting schools 
and speaking at festivals to 
encourage children of all ages 
to write their own stories and 
exercise their imaginations.

strangelymagical.com
@strangelymagic

Tam o Shanter
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Pub Date: February 2023 
Price: £7.99 
Format: Paperback 
ISBN: 9781915235046 
Age Range: 7 - 12 
Subject: YFH (Fantasy & magical realism
(Children's / Teenage)) 
CBMC Code: C3N79 
Extent: 176 pp 
Dimensions: 129 x 198 mm 

INTO THE DARK FOREST
LIZ FLANAGAN
THE BOOK
When war threatens her beloved city, Rowan and her mother must
flee to the Dark Forest, meeting Grandpa and his white wolf Arto for
the first time. 
 
Though she misses her father, Rowan makes new friends -
including a trio of powerful witches. When she rescues a baby
dragon from poachers, she discovers the secret of her own identity:
Rowan is a wildsmith! 
 
Fostering a whole clutch of dragons, the summer speeds by. But
when danger threatens, Rowan and her grandpa must call on all
their friends for help.

THE AUTHOR

Liz Flanagan is an award-winning author who writes for children
and young adults. Her books include Dragon Daughter, Rise of the
Shadow Dragons and Eden Summer (nominated for the Carnegie
Medal) .

 

Joe Todd-Stanton grew up in Brighton and received a first-class
degree in Illustration from UWE Bristol. He is the author and
illustrator of The Secret of Black Rock (Flying Eye Books), which
won the Waterstones Children's Book Prize 2018 (illustrated
category) and was longlisted for the 2018 CILIP Kate Greenaway
Medal.

 
Facebook: UCLan Publishing 
Twitter: @publishinguclan 
Instagram: @uclan_publishing
www.uclanpublishing.com

PUBLISHER 
UCLan Publishing 
T: 01772 895041 
E: uclanpublishing@uclan.ac.uk

SALES 
Bounce Sales & Marketing Ltd 
T: 020 7138 3650 
E: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

ORDERS 
Grantham Book Services 
T: 01476 541080 
E: orders@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk



Pub Date: April 2023 
Price: £7.99 
Format: Paperback 
ISBN: 9781915235077 
Age Range: 7 - 11 
Subject: YFN (Family & home stories
(Children's / Teenage)) 
CBMC Code: C3N79 
Extent: 176 pp 
Dimensions: 129 x 198 mm 

CITY OF SECRETS
LIZ FLANAGAN
THE BOOK
Rowan starts to embrace her gifts as a magical wildsmith who heals
and speaks to animals. But saving a young pegasus brings difficult
decisions. Danger comes closer than ever, threatening her family
and even Rowan’s own life. When she is betrayed, which friends
can she trust? With her family divided and war still raging, where
does Rowan belong now?

THE AUTHOR

Liz Flanagan is an award-winning author who writes for children
and young adults. Her books include Dragon Daughter, Rise of the
Shadow Dragons and Eden Summer (nominated for the Carnegie
Medal) .

Joe Todd-Stanton grew up in Brighton and received a first-class
degree in Illustration from UWE Bristol. He is the author and
illustrator of The Secret of Black Rock (Flying Eye Books), which
won the Waterstones Children's Book Prize 2018 (illustrated
category) and was longlisted for the 2018 CILIP Kate Greenaway
Medal. 

 
Facebook: UCLan Publishing 
Twitter: @publishinguclan 
Instagram: @uclan_publishing
www.uclanpublishing.com

PUBLISHER 
UCLan Publishing 
T: 01772 895041 
E: uclanpublishing@uclan.ac.uk

SALES 
Bounce Sales & Marketing Ltd 
T: 020 7138 3650 
E: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

ORDERS 
Grantham Book Services 
T: 01476 541080 
E: orders@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk



Pub Date: April 2023 
Price: £8.99 
Format: Paperback 
ISBN: 9781915235374 
Age Range: 10 - 14 
Subject: YFC (Adventure stories (Children's /
Teenage)) 
CBMC Code: D3N79 
Extent: 332 pp 
Dimensions: 129 x 198 mm 

WENDINGTON JONES AND THE MISSING TREE
DANIEL DOCKERY
THE BOOK
Wendington Jones has her world abruptly up-ended when her
adventuring mother dies in a car crash in late 1920. Left in the care
of her Grandmamma and her valet Rohan, Wendington receives a
parcel in the middle of the night, seemingly from her dead mother. 
 
It’s half of a manuscript from a book her mother was writing, and
describes a mystery surrounding the mythical Tree of Life. When
Wendington reads that the tree could have the power to bring her
mother back to life, she throws herself into finding the remainder of
the manuscript and solving her mother’s mystery. However, her
initial attempts are laced with danger. Other people also seek to find
the Tree of Life and Wendington has to trick, fight and talk her way
out of many perilous situations. Does Wendington have what it
takes to complete her mission? 
 
Enola Holmes meets Indiana Jones in this epic story of mystery,
adventure and learning to live with grief along the way.

THE AUTHOR

Daniel Dockery has written storylines and scripts for one of the UK’s
most popular tv series, Hollyoaks, including award winning stories
about anorexia, young LGBT relationships and criminally exploited
children. As well as working on Coronation Street’s award winning
50th anniversary, he’s developed and storied several feature films
starring Robert De Niro, Dave Bautista and Olga Kurylenko.

He has also written theatre pieces, staged in Manchester schools
where he has taught drama when not writing. 

 

 

Cover illustration by Marco Guadalupi

 
Facebook: UCLan Publishing 
Twitter: @publishinguclan 
Instagram: @uclan_publishing
www.uclanpublishing.com

PUBLISHER 
UCLan Publishing 
T: 01772 895041 
E: uclanpublishing@uclan.ac.uk

SALES 
Bounce Sales & Marketing Ltd 
T: 020 7138 3650 
E: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

ORDERS 
Grantham Book Services 
T: 01476 541080 
E: orders@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk



  sp-agency.co.uk 

 Philippa Perry 
Tel: 07774 264826 

Abigail Sparrow 
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Bosco Jones is very bright, very funny and very kind, but 
he lacks confidence, and friends.  
 
He isn’t expecting anything much to happen in week one of 
the summer holidays; his father is away recovering from 
stress-related depression after leaving the army, and his 
mother has a full-time job as a train driver. His older brother 
Patrick, known as Patch, is away on a cycling holiday, and 
Bosco has only Martin the cat, and an Xbox with Lone Wolf 
Shadowtime loaded, for company.  
 
Things change dramatically when a letter is delivered to their 
small house in South West London not far from the River 
Thames.  
 
His father has sent the first clue in a quest, a quest that his 
father knows Bosco will not be able to resist, and that will get 
him out of the house and away from his Xbox. The series of 
clues he must find will test his intelligence, stretch his self-
confidence, and introduce him to every nook and cranny of 
his neighbourhood.  
 
 
Eight clues on eight postcards hidden by his father around the 
town and by the river, lead Bosco on a merry dance, with new 
friends collected along the way.  
 
With a subplot involving stolen paddleboards offering him an 
added distraction, those few summer days of freedom prove 
an awakening for Bosco, a firing up of his imagination, 
seemingly through time spent in nature, riddle-solving, new 
faces and places, but mostly through an almost magical 
connection to the tides and time spent on and around the 
watery wonder that is the mighty river Thames.  

 

 

  
 

Shelving Cat. Middle Grade Fiction 

Audience 8-12 

Extent 44,889 Words 

Illustrations Possible B/W Spots 

 

RODERICK	O’GRADY		
	
After	embarking	on	an	acting	
career	in	London,	Roderick	
moved	to	New	York	in	the	
nineties.	After	some	success	Off-
Broadway	and	popular	US	
daytime	soap	‘As	the	World	Turns’	
he	returned	to	the	UK	with	a	wife	
and	two	children.		
	
His	stage	play-	‘A	Foolish	Fancy-	
How	Not	to	Get	Ahead	in	the	
Theatre’	was	Time	Outs	Critic’s	
Choice	on	the	London	Fringe.		
	
Rod’s	first	novel,	
Bigfoot	Mountain	was	
published	in	2021	by	
Firefly	Press.	
	
Firefly	will	publish	
the	sequel,	Bigfoot	
Island	in	2023	
	
The	adventure	continues	as	an	angry	
rogue	Sasquatch	arrives,	threatening	
the	harmony	of	the	forest	for	both	
the	humans	and	the	Bigfoots.	
Taayii,	now	Guardian	of	the	Forest	
asks	Minnie	and	Dan	to	help	and	they	
find	themselves	stranded	on	a	
deserted	island	as	a	storm	rages	
trying	to	rally	the	Sasquatch	clan.	
	
Rights	Available	Worldwide	
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 SP Agency 
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WƌŝƐŽŶ͘�dŚĞǇ�ĞŵďĂƌŬ�ŽŶ�ĂŶ�ĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐůĂƐŚ͕�
ĐŽͲŽƉĞƌĂƚĞ͕�ĐůĂƐŚ�ĂŐĂŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŝŶĂůůǇ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƚŽ�ĨŽƌŵ�Ă�ƐŽƌƚͲŽĨ�
ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐŚŝƉ͘�

͘�

6KHOYLQJ�&DW�� (DUO\�5HDGHU�&KDSWHU�%RRN�

$XGLHQFH� ���

([WHQW� �������:RUGV

,OOXVWUDWLRQV� 3RVVLEOH�6SRW�,OOXVWUDWLRQ

�ĂŶŝĞů�WĞĂŬ�ŝƐ�Ă���&d�͕�Zd^�ĂŶĚ�
/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂů��ŵŵǇ��ǁĂƌĚͲǁŝŶŶŝŶŐ�
ds�ƐĐƌŝƉƚǁƌŝƚĞƌ͘�,Ğ�ŝƐ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ůĞĂĚ�ǁƌŝƚĞƌƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ������ƐŚŽǁ�
,ŽƌƌŝďůĞ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽͲǁƌŝƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�
>ĞĞ�DĂĐŬ͛Ɛ����ϭ�ĐŽŵĞĚǇ�EŽƚ�'ŽŝŶŐ�
KƵƚ͕�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽŶŐĞƐƚͲƌƵŶŶŝŶŐ�
ƐŝƚĐŽŵ�ŽŶ��ƌŝƚŝƐŚ�ƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�
ĂƵĚŝĞŶĐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ŽǀĞƌ�ĨŽƵƌ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�
ƉĞŽƉůĞ�Ă�ǁĞĞŬ͘�
�^ŬǇ�sŝƐŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞĂŵ�ďĞŚŝŶĚ�
�ƌŽĂĚĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ĂƌĞ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐŝŶŐ��ĂŶŶǇ͛Ɛ�
ŶĞǁ�ƐŚŽǁͲ�ŚŝƐ�ĨŝƌƐƚ�ƐĞƌŝĞƐ�ĂƐ�ƐŽůĞ�
ĂƵƚŚŽƌͲ�ƉŽůŝĐĞ�ĐŽŵĞĚǇ��ŽĚĞ�ϰϬϰ͕�
ƐƚĂƌƌŝŶŐ�ZŽŐƵĞ�KŶĞ͛Ɛ��ĂŶŝĞů�
DĂǇƐ�ĂŶĚ��ŽĂƌĚǁĂůŬ�
�ŵƉŝƌĞ͛Ɛ�^ƚĞƉŚĞŶ�'ƌĂŚĂŵ͘�

Rights Available Worldwide�
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The Good Guys Agency 
Series
Nick Esposito, Illustrated by Ricardo Tokumoto

Boys need better role models, and in The Good 
Guys Agency series, friends Lucky, Rudy, and 
Red take matters into their own hands! Time 
travel adventures, historic heroes, comic book 
panels, laughs, jokes, and more deliver a winning 
combination of fun, education, and values to inspire 
a new generation of honorable men. Perfect for fans 
of Captain Underpants and Dog Man!

H A R D C OV E R ,  6 . 2 5 ”  X  8 ” ,  $ 1 4 . 9 9  U S ,  9 6  PAG E S 

I S B N :  9 7 8 1 6 3 8 1 9 0 8 0 6   R E L E A S E S :  J U LY  2 0 2 2

 
RIGHTS SOLD:  All languages available 

K E Y  P O I N T S

• An exciting new series to inspire a new 
generation of good men!

• Each book is based on a different hero and virtue
• With humor, comic-book pages, and more, it’s 

perfect for fans of Captain Underpants and Dog 
Man 

A B O U T  T H E  AU T H O R

Nick Esposito is an award-winning teacher and 

education consultant with a passion for bringing 

best practices of service learning into the 

classroom. Nick has travelled around the world 

serving with different organizations for different 
cultures and peoples. Nick has degrees from 

Villanova University (Journalism, Sociology, Peace 

& Justice), Johns Hopkins (Masters in Urban 

Education) and the University of Pennsylvania 

(Masters in Education Entrepreneurship). Nick 

is the ecstatic husband of the love of his life and 

‘Habitat Crush’, Cynthia.

THREE TITLES 

AVAILABLE WITH 

MORE ON THE 

WAY!

AN 

ENTERTAINING 

BLEND OF COMICS 

AND EARLY 

CHAPTER BOOKS

For a better 
world, these boys 
take matters into 
their own hands.

14 15



Olswanger Literary 
USA



Surprise at Blowcart Beach: 
A Challenge Island® 
STEAM Adventure 
Sharon Duke Estroff and Joel Ross 
Illustrated by Monica De Rivas 
Pub date: May 7, 2022 
ISBN: 9781513134949 
Softcover with BW illustrations 
Price $6.99 USD 
Ages 7-10 
Number of pages: 160 
Trim size: 5.5 by 7 inches 

Finding themselves transported to a magical island once 
again, Daniel, Joy, and Kimani emerge from a mysterious 
cave to see blue waters—they’re by the beach! And in the 
near distance, across large sand dunes and up a hill, 
stands a familiar tall tower. There, the pirate Captain Wei 
awaits with all the answers to their questions… if they 
ever reach the tower in time. Using items stashed around 
the cave, the friends must build themselves a blowcart 
and use wind power to sail across the bumpy beach. But 
how do they make a cart fast and sturdy enough to carry 
the three of them? See what surprises are in store for the 
three friends in this new Challenge Island adventure!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also Available 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

          November 8, 2021                     May 7, 2022  

Sharon Duke Estroff is an award-winning teacher and the 
founder and CEO of Challenge Island®, the World’s #1 
STEAM enrichment program with over 150 locations 
worldwide. She created Challenge Island in her 2nd grade 
classroom and has since enriched the lives of  5 million 
children through her innovative STEAM-based curriculum 
(which also builds critical 21st Century skills!). Learn more 
about Challenge Island at www.challenge-island.com  
 

Joel Ross is the author of twelve middle-grade novels, 
including The Fog Diver and the Alley & Rex series. He's 
won Cybils and YouPer awards and appeared on the 
Texas Bluebonnet Award Master List.  
Back matter includes standard-aligned STEAM activities 
including building a blowcart and making pirate treasure 
slime. 
This is the third book in the Challenge Island series. 
 

http://www.challenge-island.com/


forest in time? 

Race Across Anaconda Swamp: 
A Challenge Island® 
STEAM Adventure 
Sharon Duke Estroff and Joel Ross 
Illustrated by Monica De Rivas 
Pub date: May 7, 2022 
ISBN: 9781513289533 
Softcover with BW illustrations 
Price $6.99 USD 
Ages 7-10 
Number of pages: 128 
Trim size: 5.5 by 7 inches 

Once again Daniel, Joy, and Kimani are transported 
to mysterious island! This time, they're high in the 
canopy of a rainforest, surrounded by amazing plants 
and animals. But they can't stay long. They need to 
escape the rainforest before sunset, by mastering 
the force of friction and 'flying' along ziplines between 
the trees. They speed onward, eager to meet the 
mysterious person who summoned them to the 
island … then stop when they discover a baby 
monkey in danger. Can they save monkey and leave 
the 

 

Sharon Duke Estroff is an award-winning teacher and the 
founder and CEO of Challenge Island®, the World’s #1 
STEAM enrichment program with over 150 locations 
worldwide. She created Challenge Island in her 2nd grade 
classroom and has since enriched the lives of over 5 million 
children through her innovative STEAM-based curriculum 
(which also builds critical 21st Century skills!). Learn more 
about Challenge Island at www.challenge-island.com 
Joel Ross is the author of twelve middle-grade novels, 
including The Fog Diver and the Alley & Rex series. He's 
won Cybils and YouPer awards and appeared on the 
Texas Bluebonnet Award Master List.  
Back matter includes standard-aligned STEAM activities 
including building a zipline, making a pulley and creating 
paper monkeys. 
This is the second book in the Challenge Island series. 

Also Available 

  
           November 8, 2021                     April 4, 2023  

http://www.challenge-island.com/


Bridge to Sharktooth Island: 
A Challenge Island® 
STEAM Adventure 
Sharon Duke Estroff and Joel Ross 
Illustrated by Monica De Rivas 
Pub date: November 2, 2021 
ISBN: 9781513289533 
Softcover with BW illustrations 
Price $6.99 USD 
Ages 7-10 
Number of pages: 128 
Trim size: 5.5 by 7 inches 
One second cautious Daniel and his brave cousin 
Joy are playing in the snow, and the next second 
they’re stranded on a mysterious island surrounded 
by sharks. Where are they and how did they get 
here? And how will they find their way back home? 
With their studious new friend Kimani, the kids find 
clues hidden around the island and realize that if 
they want to escape, they’ll have to work together to 
build the strongest bridge they can to get to safety! 

 
 
 

Sharon Duke Estroff is an award-winning teacher and the 
founder and CEO of Challenge Island®, the World’s #1 STEAM 
enrichment program with over 150 locations worldwide. She 
created Challenge Island in her 2nd grade classroom and has 
since enriched the lives of over 5 million children through her 
innovative STEAM-based curriculum (which also builds critical 21st 

Century skills!). Learn more about Challenge Island at 
www.challenge-island.com 
Joel Ross is the author of twelve middle-grade novels, including 
The Fog Diver and the Alley & Rex series. He's won Cybils and 
YouPer awards,and appeared on the Texas Bluebonnet Award 
Master List. 
Back matter includes standard-aligned STEAM activities including 
building a bridge, making a slime ocean, and creating paper sharks. 
This is the first book the Challenge Island series. 

Also Available  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 April 4, 2023 May 7, 2022 

http://www.challenge-island.com/


A Visit to Moscow
Adapted by Anna Olswanger
From a story by Rabbi Rafael Grossman
Illustrated by Yevgenia Nayberg

Format: Hardcover Graphic Novel
Genre: Historical Fiction
ISBN: 9781513128733
Price: $19.99
Page count: 72
Dimensions: 6x9 inches
Available: 05/24/2022In the summer of 1965, a rabbi travels to the Soviet

Union and embarks on a secret journey that would
change his life. Featuring gorgeous, uniquely
stylized illustrations by Yevgenia Nayberg, this
graphic novel reveals a poignant story of
formidable perseverance and strength during a
modern Jewish exodus that is often overlooked.

Yossi Klein Halevi,
New York Times bestselling author

and senior fellow, Sholom Hartman Institute

"This beautiful, haunting story evokes the tragedy and
the triumph of Soviet Jewry in a way that few books
have managed to do."

Anna Olswanger is the author of the middle grade
novel Greenhorn and a longtime literary agent
based in the Metro NYC area.

The late Rabbi Rafael Grossman was a respected
leader at several distinguished Jewish
organizations. He often wrote and spoke about his
1965 trip to the USSR to visit Jewish victims of
government-sponsored anti-Semitism.

Yevgenia Nayberg is an award-winning set and
costume designer and the author-illustrator of the
picture books Mona Lisa in New York and
I Hate Borsch!







Dana Sullivan lives in Port 
Townsend WA with his lovely 
wife, Vicki, and barky dog, 
Bennie.They go for hikes in the 
woods when he’s not drawing, 
writing,t or visiting schools. He 
wrote and illustrated the picture 
books Ozzie and the Art Contest 
and My Red Velvet Cape. Dana’s 
favorite color is dog and his 
favorite vegetable is peanut butter.

See Dana’s work at  
www.danajsullivan.com

Dead Max Comix Book 1: The Deadening
Dana Sullivan

Format: HC Graphic Novel
Pages: 60. 6.5” × 9”
Ages 9–13 Grades 4–8
ISBN: 978-1-634408-52-3

Derrick Hollis is a 7th grader and an aspiring cartoonist, too 
shy to show his work to anybody but his best friend Doug. 
Derrick is devastated when his dog Max dies. But after 
being cremated, Max returns from the other side and starts 
giving Derrick advice. Derrick has a crush on Kim but he’s 
too scared to tell her or ask her to dance at the Spring Fling. 
Max tells Derrick to “dog up!” and gets him to shake his tail 
on the dance floor. Will Dead Max be good for Derrick or 
lead him astray?

Middle school can be survival of the “fitting-in” at best. 
Max helps Derrick discover that he’s not the only weirdo at 
school, accepting himself and finding his own “pack”.

“Dead Max is  
drop-dead funny!”

–Dav Pilkey, best-selling 
creator of Dog Man

“Every socially isolated cartoonist  
kid needs an invisible friend. Derrick found 

his in his dead dog Max.”
–David Small, Caldecott-winning author of 

Home After Dark, Stitches, Bloom  
and more

“…told in short, fast-paced
chapters. …characters

encompass a more inclusive
spectrum of skin tones.

…a fun premise.”
–Kirkus



Dana Sullivan lives in Port 
Townsend WA with his lovely 
wife, Vicki, and barky dog, Bennie.
They go for hikes in the woods 
when he’s not drawing, writing,t 
or visiting schools. He wrote and 
illustrated the picture books Ozzie 
and the Art Contest and My Red 
Velvet Cape. Dana’s favorite color 
is dog and his favorite vegetable is 
peanut butter.

See Dana’s work at  
www.danajsullivan.com

Also available:  
Dead Max Comix  
Book 1: The Deadening.

Dead Max Comix Book 2: The Rocking Dead
Dana Sullivan

Format: HC Graphic Novel
Pages: 60. 6.5” × 9”
Ages 9–13 Grades 4–8
ISBN: 978-1-63440-858-5

Seventh grader Derrick’s “Dead Max Comix” are such a hit 
in the school paper that he and Max start an advice column. 
Derrick and Doug should have asked for advice before they 
started a band without inviting Kim and Keisha to join. To get 
even, Kim challenges the guys to come up with awesome 
costumes for Comic-Con and enter the upcoming Battle 
of the Bands. Will the Battle of the Bands mean the end of 
Derrick and Kim? More importantly, who will win?

Dana takes things to the MAX!  
He’s drummed up some super funny and heartfelt 

beats in this book! Rock on!
– Ben Clanton, Eisner Award-winner and bestselling 

creator of Rot and the Narwhal and Jelly books

“I died laughing reading  
Dead Max and so will you!  

Do I smell pizza?” 
– Trudi Trueit, author of the 

bestselling Explorer Academy series

Dead Max is not only pawsome, 
it’s DRAWsome! This wonderfully illustrated 
dog tale (see what I did there?) takes me right 

back to my school days…really! 
– Robert Pizzo, author/illustrator of the  

Let’s Build series
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Ragged Bears UK

Contact: Helen Binns 
helen@helenbinns.com



ISBN:  
Pub date:  
Age range:
Format:
Extent:
Price:
Rights:
Bic:

9781857144833
24th September 2020
8 - 12 years
Paperback 145 x 210mm
128pp 
£6.99
World English speaking
YFP / YX

One night Maya wakes up to an unusual sound, and standing before 
ŚĞƌ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƐŵĂůů�ƌŽďŽƚ͘�dŚĞ�ƌŽďŽƚ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƐĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ƚƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĮŶĚ�
ŽƵƚ�Ăůů�ŚĞ�ĐĂŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�ĞŵŽƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƐƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�ĂŶ�ƵŶůŝŬĞůǇ�
ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐŚŝƉ�ŝƐ�Ă�ǁĂƌŵŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞĂƌƞĞůƚ�ƐƚŽƌǇ�ĨƌŽŵ��ǀĞůǇŶĞ�^ƚĞŝŶͲ&ŝƐĐŚĞƌ�
is about a girl going through many changes and challenges. Her story 
ǁŝůů�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�ƌĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ĨĞĞů�ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�
ĚĂǇ�ůŝĨĞ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĐĂŶ�ĨĞĞů�ŽǀĞƌǁŚĞůŵŝŶŐ͘�/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽŽŬ͕�

ĐůŝŶŝĐĂů�ƉƐǇĐŚŽůŽŐŝƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƐǇĐŚŽƚŚĞƌĂƉŝƐƚ͕��ƌ�/ŶŐĞ��ƌĂƚƵƐĐŚͲDĂƌƌĂŝŶ͕�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ŽĨ�ĞŵŽƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚƐ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�
ĨŽƌ�ŚĞůƉŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĂůůĞǀŝĂƚĞ�ƐƚƌĞƐƐ͘

AUTHOR: �ǀĞůǇŶĞ�^ƚĞŝŶͲ&ŝƐĐŚĞƌ�ǁĂƐ�ďŽƌŶ�ŝŶ�WĂƌŝƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ůŝǀĞƐ�ŝŶ�sŝĞŶŶĂ͘�^ŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚŝĞĚ�ũŽƵƌŶĂůŝƐŵ͕�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ũŽƵƌŶĂůŝƐƚ͕�
ŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ďŽŽŬ�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƚŽƌ͘ �dŽĚĂǇ�ƐŚĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƉƌŽůŝĮĐ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵŶŐ�ĂĚƵůƚƐ͛�ďŽŽŬ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌ͘ ��^ŚĞ�ŝƐ�ǀĞƌǇ�
ĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐƟĐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƐ�ĐŽŶǀŝŶĐĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ĐŚŝůĚ�ŚĂƐ�Ă�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ĂďŝůŝƚǇ͘�^Ž�ĨĂƌ�ƐŚĞ�ŚĂƐ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�
ŽǀĞƌ�ƚǁĞŶƚǇ�ďŽŽŬƐ͕�ƐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ƚƌĂŶƐůĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘

/ŶŐĞ��ƌĂƚƵƐĐŚͲDĂƌƌĂŝŶ͕�ǁĂƐ�ďŽƌŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĂŝƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�sŝĞŶŶĂ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚĞ�ŚŽůĚƐ�Ă�ĚŽĐƚŽƌĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ĐůŝŶŝĐĂů�
ƉƐǇĐŚŽůŽŐǇ͘��ŌĞƌ�ƐƚƵĚǇŝŶŐ͕�/ŶŐĞ�ƐĞƚ�ƵƉ�Ă�ƉƐǇĐŚŽůŽŐŝĐĂů�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŬŝŶĚĞƌŐĂƌƚĞŶƐ͘��ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ�
ƐŚĞ�ŚĂƐ�ƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ƉƐǇĐŚŽƚŚĞƌĂƉĞƵƟĐ�ŵĞƚŚŽĚƐ͘�^ŚĞ�ŚĂƐ�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƉƐǇĐŚŽůŽŐŝĐĂů�
counselor and consultant for youth departments for almost thirty years.

ILLUSTRATOR: �ŝƌŐŝƩĂ�,ĞŝƐŬĞů�ǁĂƐ�ďŽƌŶ�ŝŶ�&ƌĂŶŬĨƵƌƚ�ͬ�DĂŝŶ͘�^ŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚŝĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�
hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�&ŝŶĞ��ƌƚƐ�ŝŶ��ƌĂƵŶƐĐŚǁĞŝŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĨƌĞĞůĂŶĐĞ�
ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƚŽƌ�ŵĂŝŶůǇ�ĨŽƌ�ďŽŽŬ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�sŝĞŶŶĂ�ƐŝŶĐĞ�ϭϵϵϬ͘�^ŚĞ�ŚĂƐ�
ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ĂǁĂƌĚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŚĞƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�ďŽŽŬ�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘�ĞƌƚĞůůĞ͘� 
^ŚĞ�ŚĂƐ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐ�ŝŶ�WĂĚƵĂ͕�>ŽŶĚŽŶ�ĂŶĚ��ƵďĂ͘

DISTRIBUTION: Orca Book Services  
t: 01235 465500   

Ğ͗�ƚƌĂĚĞŽƌĚĞƌƐΛŽƌĐĂďŽŽŬƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ

SALES: Chris Moody  
 m: 07398 159745   

e: chris@bangthedrumpublishing.com

EDITORIAL ENQUIRIES: Ragged Bears Ltd  
t: 01935 816933  e: books@ragged-bears.co.uk   

79 Acreman Street, Sherborne DT9 3PH

KEY SELLING POINTS
ͻ� ��ǀĞƌǇ�ƌĞĂĚĂďůĞ�ŶŽǀĞů�ĨŽƌ�ĂŐĞƐ�ϳн
ͻ� tĂƌŵ�ĂŶĚ�ŚƵŵŽƌŽƵƐ�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚŽƌǇ
ͻ� tƌŝƩĞŶ�ďǇ�Ă�ƉŽƉƵůĂƌ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌ�ĨƌŽŵ��ƵƐƚƌŝĂ
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/ Children’s Fiction / Fantasy / 8-12

An old promise. A mySterious TigeR.
A magical adventuRe.

‘Such a charming story, full of magic, hope and friendship. 
It will fly (like a tiger) off the shelves’

Melvin Burgess

‘Spellbinding. Thrilling. Heartwarming. 
I devoured it in one gulp’ 

Jenni Spangler

Lal and his brother Dilip miss home. They don’t like drizzle, 
midges, or the tiger skin rug in their creepy new house. All they 
want is to leave Scotland and go back to India. But that’s before 
they make friends with Jenny, and before the tiger comes back to 
life...
The tiger tells them it will take them home in return for their 
help: it cannot rest until it fulfils an old promise. Can Lal, Dilip 
and Jenny help it on its quest? Who is trying to stop them? And 
will they get back home?

Fly into the night with this fabulous tale of adventure, 
friendship and what it means to find home.

• A truly enchanting debut novel with a diverse range of 
characters about friendship, family, and home. 

• Ideal for classroom use to tie in with cross-curricular work on 
Hindusim, India, conservation and wildlife.

/ About the Author /

Joan Haig, born in Zambia, was weaned on 
avocados and stories. When she was twelve, 
her family moved to the happy isles of Vanuatu 
in the South West Pacific. She has lived and 
travelled all over the world, most recently 
settling with her husband, children and cats into 
a little cottage in the Scottish Borders.

Joan has researched and taught at the University of Warwick and 
University of Edinburgh; her teaching has won awards and her work 
on migration and belonging has been published in academic journals 
and edited volumes. 

Her writing dream is that her stories for children are enjoyed far and 
wide—and touch some grown-up hearts along the way.

Tiger Skin Rug
Joan Haig

ISBN/  
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GB-S, 1FKA
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Distributor/
BookSource
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orders@booksource.net

Publisher/
Cranachan Publishing
01851 850700
hello@cranachanpublishing.co.uk
cranachanpublishing.co.uk
@cranachanbooks



Roy lives with his wife, two 
daughters, two dogs, two cats, 
one rabbit, one tortoise, and a 
few fish. When he isn’t spending 
time with his family, writing 
books, or looking after the 
menagerie, Roy is a teacher and 
charity worker. 

Peachey’s first novel for adults, 
Between Darkness and Light, the 
story of a translator with the 
Chinese Labour Corps during 
World War I, was published in 
2019 by Eyrie Press. He is also 
the author of three non-fiction 
books: Out of the Classroom and 
Into the World; 50 Books for Life; 
and Did Jesus Go To School? 

roypeachey.com
@roy_peachey

Children’s Fiction 8-12 / Sport / Olympics

TWO COUNTRIES.
TWO ATHLETES.
ONE GOAL.
This origianl dual narrative, , 
introduces Lili, a young athlete 
with her own point to prove, and 
features Eric ‘Chariots of Fire’ 
Liddell, the hero of the 1924 
Olympics, as they both prepare 
for the race of their lives.

United by the country of their 
birth, and their love of athletics, 
Eric and Lili face very different 
challenges. Having been adopted 
from China as a baby, Lili also 
has issues to work through. 

When her athletic preparations 
are thrown into chaos by events 
outside her control, she must 
decide between family and the 
race of her life.

The Race | Roy Peachey

Children’s Fiction 8-12
Sports & Outdoor
Olympics

eBook available
Rights: WORLD

R O Y  P E A C H E Y

Olympics & Running
Family & Friendship

China
Perseverance
Adoption & Racism

‘An original, immensely readable 
take on the Eric Liddell story for 

the 21st century.’
SALLY MAGNUSSON

��������� 
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978-1-911279-83-9
£6.99 

3rd June 2021
PB 200 pp
B-format 198mm x 129mm 

‘An inspiring, inclusive story with 
sport at its heart.’ 

SHAUNAGH BROWN
INTERNATIONAL RUGBY PLAYER AND 

FORMER COMMONWEALTH GAMES ATHLETE

WW2
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RACE
THE

R O Y  P E A C H E Y

‘An original, immensely readable take on 
the Eric Liddell story for the 21st century.’

SALLY MAGNUSSON

‘Written with a warm sense of inclusion and 
friendship, The Race is both an inspiration and an 
emotional journey into the lives of two runners, 
one fictional and one very real, but both with 
battles to fight and problems to solve.’
LANCASHIRE POST

‘This is a book with history and fiction combined. 
A moving tale of what is important – what really 
is important. About the decisions we make and 
why we make them. A book everyone should read. 
Buy it if you race. Buy it, if you play rugby. Buy it 
anyway.’
WATERSTONES

‘The Race is a fabulous tale; Lili’s story interwoven 
with Eric Liddell’s. I loved every minute of this 
fairly short book... It’s this kind of surprise find 
that makes reading such a great pleasure.’
THE BOOKWITCH

‘This book is built around the foundations of sport; 
what it really teaches children is about family, the 
meaning of home and of the beauty and validity of 
dual identity.’ 
THE NATIONAL

‘An emotional story that follows two narratives 
set in two different decades, with the main focus 
being schoolgirl Lili as she prepares for the race 
of her life. Recommended for lovers of Michael 
Morpurgo, this book will tug at your heartstrings 
as Lili tugs at the knot of her shoelaces.’
BIG ISSUE NORTH

‘The Race is an incredibly inspirational and heart-
warming dual narrative about racing, family and 
dedication which kept me completely engrossed 
throughout. An absolute winner!’ 
BOOK CRAIC 

‘The Race is an inspiring and multi-layered read 
that both celebrates sport and assesses it. It gets 
off to a sprint start, but as the two runners chase 
their bumpy destinies, it evolves into an engrossing 
distance event, in which they face hurdles and 
select strategies, and ultimately remind us that 
determination, compassion and love have greater 
value than glory.’ 
ROARING READS

‘This is a book with many aspects to it, and could 
spark discussions about resilience, race and 
identity, research, the Olympics, history, family 
and personal priorities. It is aimed at ages around 
eight to twelve, and is sure to offer an extra special 
appeal this year in the run-up to the Olympic 
Games.’
BOOKS FOR TOPICS

‘An inspiring, inclusive story with sport at its heart.’ 
SHAUNAGH BROWN

INTERNATIONAL RUGBY PLAYER 
FORMER COMMONWEALTH GAMES ATHLETE
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‘Recommended for lovers of Michael Morpurgo’ 
BIG ISSUE NORTH



/Children’s Fiction 8-12 / Historical / Titanic

Unlock the secrets of the unsinkable ship…

Bertha Watt, tree-climber and would-be polar explorer, is excited 
to be on RMS Titanic’s maiden voyage, as she leaves Aberdeen 
behind for the glamour of a new life in America. 

But Bertha quickly realises that some passengers are behaving 
strangely, and she determines to unravel their secrets.  With new 
friend, Madge, Bertha sets up her own detective agency to try and 
solve the mysteries onboard, but they have no idea that disaster is 
looming for Titanic. 

Can they help Johan find the hidden treasure and unmask the 
identity of the enigmatic Mr Hoffman before time runs out on the 
‘unsinkable’ ship?

/ In a Nutshell /

• A fresh and compelling re-telling of the Titanic voyage—with 
a Scottish twist—by best-selling children’s author Lindsay 
Littleson 

• Based on real passengers and events, fact and fiction are 
skilfully woven together to create a meaningful and moving 
account of events aboard RMS Titanic

• Ideal to tie in with the most popular Social Studies topic in 
Scottish primary schools: The Unsinkable Ship

• Book launch tour scheduled for school Easter holidays April 
2019

The Titanic Detective Agency
Lindsay Littleson

ISBN/  
978-1-911279-44-0 Paperback
978-1-911279-45-7 eBook
Publication/ 15th April 2019

Category/ 
Children’s Historical Fiction

Price/ £ 6.99 
Format/ paperback
Pages/ 200 tbc
BIC/ YFT
BISAC/ JUV016080
CBMC/ D3N79

Distributor/
BookSource
0141 642 9192 
orders@booksource.net
Publisher/
Cranachan Publishing
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/About the Author/
Lindsay Littleson has four grown-up (ish) children and lives near 
Glasgow. She began writing for children in 2014 and won the 
Kelpies Prize for her first children’s novel The Mixed Up Summer 
of Lily McLean. The sequel, The Awkward Autumn of Lily McLean, 
is also published by Floris Books.

In 2015 her WW1 novel Shell Hole was shortlisted for the Dundee 
Great War Children’s Book Prize and she 
enjoyed engaging in research so much that 
she was inspired to write more historical 
novels including her gripping Victorian 
mystery for children A Pattern of Secrets and 
The Titanic Detective Agency.

www.lindsaylittleson.co.uk



When 12-year-old Janet’s village 
is under threat—she decides to 
take action. It’s a split-second 
decision that could cost her 
everything: her home, her 
family—even her life.

Can Janet save her village from 
being wiped out? Or will her 
family and friends be forced from 
their homes to face an uncertain 
future?

Based on real life events, Fir 
for Luck is a tale of the brutal 
Highland Clearances, when land 
owners cared more about sheep 
than people. 

Fir for Luck | Barbara Henderson

Children’s Fiction 8-12
Historical

eBook available
Rights: WORLD excl. 
Gaelic Langauge

978-1-911279-09-9 
£6.99 

PB 210 pp 
B-format 198mm x 129mm 

Inverness-based Barbara 
Henderson is the author of 
historical novels Fir for Luck, 
Punch, Black Water, The Siege of 
Caerlaverock and The Chessmen 
Thief as well as the eco-thriller 
Wilderness Wars. 

Her energetic school visits have 
taken her across the length 
and breadth of Scotland, and 
sometimes beyond. Barbara 
shares her home with one 
teenage son, one long-suffering 
husband and a scruffy Schnauzer 
called Merry. 

 

Barbara  Henderson

‘A Children’s Classic’
Dramatic & Atmospheric

Family & Morality
Young Activism
Based on Real Events

978-1-911279-34-1 978-1-911279-23-5

978-1-911279-85-3

BESTSELLER

SHORTLISTED

Children’s Fiction 8-12 / Historical / Highland Clearances

978-1-911279-75-4
FORTHCOMING

Web: barbarahenderson.co.uk
Twitter @scattyscribbler
Instagram: @scattyscribbler
FB: @barbarahendersonwriter 

Would you be brave 
enough to fight back?

Amazon best-seller on 
publication

NEW RELEASE



Perfect to tie in with
Visit Scotland's

 Year of Coasts and Waters 2020
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Children’s Fiction 8-12 / Action & Adventure

#YCW2020

AN  ENV IRONMENTAL 
DIS ASTER

AN  UNDERSEA 
ADVENTURE

Tom and Beth are not happy 
when they move to Scotland and 
find themselves facing a rainy, 
windswept beach, a house that’s 
falling to pieces, and a school 
full of strangers. 

But when an oil tanker crashes 
into the Bass Rock, their small 
seaside town is shaken to its core 
and Tom and Beth suddenly 
find themselves in a race to 
rescue the local sea life and save 
their new community from 
environmental catastrophe...

Breaker | Annemarie Allan
Children's Fiction 8-12
Action & Adventure
Nature (Environment)

eBook available
Rights: WORLD

978-1-911279-73-0  
£6.99 

April 2020
PB 200 pp
B-format 198mm x 129mm 

Annemarie Allan’s first 
published novel, Hox, won the 
2007 Kelpies Prize and was 
shortlisted for both the Scottish 
Children’s Book of the Year 
and the Heart of Hawick book 
awards. Her third novel, Ushig, a 
fantasy based on Scottish myths 
and legends, was shortlisted for 
the 2011 Essex Children’s Book 
Award.

She writes for both adults and 
children and her novels and 
short stories range from fantasy 
and science fiction to historical 
and contemporary fiction, 
taking their inspiration from 
the landscape and culture of 
Scotland, both past and present. 
Annemarie lives in Prestonpans, 
near Edinburgh.

@aldhammer

‘Awash with activism and adventure in 
a rising tide of tension. A book about 
kids who care and exactly the kind of 

book our planet needs! 
Truly a book for our times.’ 

BARBARA HENDERSON

Annemarie Allan
��������� 

Environmental Issues
Pollution

Community Activism
Renewable Energy
Conservation & Biodiversity

Oil

Sealife
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Paisley 1876. 12-year-old Jim 
has escaped from the Poor 
House and now he must save his 
little brother from the same fate.

His only hope lies in a 
mysterious family heirloom—a 
Paisley patterned shawl that has  
five guineas sewn into its hem—
the price of freedom.

Now Jim must  find the shawl 
and break into the big house to 
steal it back. But the girl with 
the red hair is always watching...

The worlds of rich and poor 
collide in this gripping 
Victorian adventure.

A Pattern of Secrets | Lindsay Littleson

Children’s Fiction 8-12
Historical 
Victorian Times

eBook available
Rights: WORLD

978-1-911279-26-6 
£6.99 

2018
PB 170 pp 
B-format 198mm x 129mm 

Lindsay won the Kelpies Prize 
for her first children’s novel 
The Mixed-Up Summer of Lily 
McLean (Floris, 2014) and 
Guardians of the Wild Unicorns 
(Floris, 2019) was nominated for 
the 2020 CILIP Carnegie Medal. 
Secrets of the Last Merfolk 
(Floris, 2021) is her latest novel. 

In 2015 her WW1 novel Shell 
Hole was shortlisted for the 
Dundee Great War Children’s 
Book Prize. 

Lindsay lives with her partner 
Ian and their very noisy cat in a 
small village near Glasgow.

lindsaylittleson.co.uk
Twitter @ljlittleson
Instagram: @lindsaylittlesonMystery & Adventure

Dual Narrative

Family & Morality

Jessie Newbery (Glasgow Girls)

Victorian Society

978-1-911279-93-8978-1-911279-44-0
BESTSELLER

Children’s Fiction 8-12 / Historical /  Victorians

'Superb book, full of exciting 
action, well-researched social 
history, and vivid characters. 

Highly recommended.'

John K Fulton

Art & Textiles

NEW RELEASE

Lindsay Littleson
Can the secrets of the 
past save the future?



/ YA Fiction / Contemporary /

Every cloud has a silver lining... doesn’t it?

Anna is thirteen years old, lives in London with her father, and 
has Asperger’s syndrome.  When her father dies, she moves to 
Scotland to live with her estranged, reclusive mother.  

With little support to help her fi t in, she must use every coping 
strategy her father taught her—especially her ‘Happy Game’—as 
she tries to connect with her mother, discover her past, and deal 
with the challenges of being thrown into a brand new life along 
the way.  

Eleanor H. Porter’s ‘Pollyanna’ re-imagined for a 
new generation

/ Praise for Anna /

‘Guthrie has an unerring instinct for the darkness that can daunt 
lives and for the robust spirit of optimism that time and again 
saves us.  Narrated with simplicity and sincerity, the reader will 
be swept up in the adventures and misadventures of Anna.’

CYNTHIA ROGERSON

‘Heart-warming and life-affi  rming’

KEVIN MACNEIL

/ About the Author /

Laura Guthrie grew up in the rural Scottish 
Highlands (“I come from where the planes 
don’t fl y”) and currently lives in Inverness.

She has an honours degree in biological 
sciences from the University of Edinburgh, and 
a PhD in creative writing from the University of 
Glasgow. 

She is a member of the Dingwall-based Ross-Shire Writers, and has 
produced two of her own plays with her theatre company, Sunrise 
Th eatre. Her poetry and short fi ction have been anthologised by 
several Scottish presses. She is the winner of the 2 0 1 6  Exeter Story 
Prize. Anna is her fi rst novel. 

Anna
Laura Guthrie

ISBN/ 
978-1-911279-66-2 Paperback
978-1-911279-67-9 eBook

Publication/ 25th June 2020
Category/ YA Fiction; 
Contemporary 

Price/ £ 8.99 
Format/ B format paperback
Pages/ tbc pp

THEMA/ YFN Family, 5AN, 
1DDU-GB-S, 
CBMC/ E3N79

Distributor/
BookSource
0141 642 9192 
orders@booksource.net

Publisher/
Cranachan Publishing
01851 850700
hello@cranachanpublishing.co.uk
cranachanpublishing.co.uk
@cranachanbooks



PB £8.99 | YA 13+
ISBN: 978-1-911279-66-2 

‘Guthrie has an unerring instinct for the darkness 
that can daunt lives and for the robust spirit of 

optimism that time and again saves us.  Narrated 
with simplicity and sincerity, the reader will be swept 

up in the adventures and misadventures of Anna.’

���������

 ‘A compelling re-telling of 
Pollyanna—a stunning debut novel.

Heart-warming and uplift ing.’ 

���������

THE SCOTSMAN

CYNTHIA ROGERSON

Join theJoin the

ANNA

 ‘Poignant, thought-provoking 
and beautifully written, Anna

is delivered at a pace that keeps 
the reader engrossed as the story 

unfolds.’ 

���������

UNDISCOVERED SCOTLAND

 ‘An adorable and uplift ing novel 
told form a unique perspective; 

I loved it.’ 

���������

HERDING CATS

LAURA GUTHRIE

‘Heart-warming &  life-affi  rming.’
KEVIN MACNEIL

���������
 ‘A novel everyone should read. 

Acceptance and understanding is 
key, and Guthrie’s story has this in 
abundance. A fantastic read that 
has stayed with me to this day.’ 

MY BOOK CORNER



/ YA Fiction 12 + / Historical / Scottish / WW2
We know what you did.
We know where you are. 

Tirpitz will have her revenge...
Norway 1944
When Erik strikes up an unlikely friendship with German Radar 
operator, Hans, the pair soon become involved in a race against 
time to help destroy the Nazi warship, Tirpitz. 
Will their secret mission succeed?  

Shetland 2014 
Finn’s great-grandfather receives a letter threatening the 
“revenge of Tirpitz”. Th ey escape on a fi shing boat, making the 
perilous journey to Norway, where they realise that facing up to 
the past puts their future in danger...  

Gold. Spies. Danger. Adventure. Michelle Sloan keeps readers 
hooked in this thrilling, suspenseful, time-shift  page turner.

/ Praise for Th e Revenge of Tirpitz /

‘A thoroughly exciting tale that has the ring of real historical 
plausibility. Th e Revenge of Tirpitz is a fantastic tale of courage and 
determination in the face of evil, and highly recommended for anyone 
who likes wartime adventures.’

‘A fi rst rate, action packed thriller, underpinned by the authenticity of 
real events, which will keep the reader enthralled and fascinated all 
the way to the last page.’

‘A fast paced, action packed read – reminiscent of the Young James 
Bond series of spy thrillers. Readers aged 10-14 and up will instantly 
be drawn into this gripping story full of intrigue, suspense, bravery 
and humor; this is a satisfying read.’

/ About the Author /

Michelle lives in Broughty Ferry, Dundee with 
her family and three rescue dogs. Michelle 
trained as a Primary Teacher and worked for 
many years in Edinburgh, before indulging 
her love of all things theatrical by returning to 
university to study Drama.

When it comes to writing fi ction for older 
children, Michelle is inspired by the stories 
and bravery of previous generations – particularly those connected to 
WW1 and WW2. Focussing on historical fi ction gives her a fantastic 
opportunity to engage in research and to bring those stories to life 
with an exciting modern day twist.
@michmacsloan    https://michellesloanblog.wordpress.com/

Th e Revenge of Tirpitz
Michelle Sloan

ISBN/Second Edition 
Paperback 978-1-911279-49-5
eBook 978-1-911279-05-1

Publication/ 4th June 2019
Category/ YA Fiction; Historical; 
Scottish; WW2

Price/ £ 8.99 
Format/ B format paperback
Pages/ 234 pp

THEMA/ YFT, FV, 3KLW, 5AP
1DDU-GB-S
CBMC/ E3N79

Distributor/
BookSource
0141 642 9192 
orders@booksource.net

Publisher/
Cranachan Publishing
01851 850700
hello@cranachanpublishing.co.uk
cranachanpublishing.co.uk
@cranachanbooks



/Children’s Fiction 8-12 / Nature /Environment

Em and Zac battle nature in this eco-thriller set on a remote Scottish island.

What if nature fi ghts back?

In a daze, I take it all in: the wind, the leaden skies, the churning moody sea. 
And, far in the distance, a misty outline.
Skelsay.
Wilderness haven. Building-site. Luxury-retreat-to-be.
And now, home.

When her father’s construction work takes Em’s family to the uninhabited 
island of Skelsay, she is excited, but also a little uneasy. Soon Em and her 
friend Zac realise that the setbacks, mishaps and accidents on the island point 
to something altogether more sinister: the wilderness all around them has 
declared war. 

Danger lurks everywhere. But can Em and Zac persuade the adults to believe 
it before it’s too late?

/ Praise for Wilderness Wars /
Wilderness Wars slow-builds menace from its nail-biting opening to 
its stunning apocalyptic climax. Th is is a golden eagle of a book—it 
grabs you in its talons and won’t let go. A thought-provoking and oft en 
frightening study of what happens when you mess with Nature and 
Nature decides to fi ght back. And how faith, family and friendship can 
forge the right path.

Olivia Levez
Author of Th e Island and Th e Circus

Wilderness Wars
Barbara Henderson

ISBN/  
978-1-911279-34-1 Paperback
978-1-911279-35-8 eBook
Publication/ 9th August 2018

Category/ 
Children’s Fiction

Price/ £ 6.99 
Format/ paperback
Pages/ 202 pp
BIC/ YFT
BISAC/ JUV029010, JUV058000,  
JUV024000
CBMC/ D3N79

Distributor/
BookSource
0141 642 9192 
orders@booksource.net
Publisher/
Cranachan Publishing
01851 850700
hello@cranachanpublishing.co.uk
cranachanpublishing.co.uk
@cranachanbooks

/About the Author/
Barbara Henderson is the Inverness-based author of the critically 
acclaimed historical children’s novel Fir for Luck, and her last published 
historical children’s novel Punch. She is also known for her energetic 
school events. 

She splits her time between writing and teaching Drama to young 
people, but also volunteers on her local book festival committee. 

Her house is home to one husband, three 
teenagers, a dog and a crazy collection of 
puppets.

Find Barbara online at:
www.barbarahenderson.co.uk 
@scattyscribbler 
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PAPERBOY 

Vince Vawter 

Middle-grade historical fiction 
ISBN-10: 038574244 
ISBN-13: 978-0385742443 
Publisher: Delacorte Books 
Hardcover pages: 240 
Dimensions: 5.9” X 8.6” 

Recommended for ages 10 to 14 

Awards 

Newbery Honor Award 
International Reading Association’s Children’s and 

Young Adults’ Choice 
International Reading Association’s Teachers’ Choice 
Bank Street College of Education Best Book of the Year 
National Parenting Publications Best Book of the Year 
Junior Library Guild Selection 
BookPage Best Children’s Book 
Amazon Book-of-the-Month 

Little Man throws the meanest fastball in town but talking is a different ball game. He can barely say a word 
without stuttering – not even his own name. In the segregated south of the 1950s, he is forced to take on his best 
friend’s newspaper route – a month that changes his sheltered life forever. 

Booklist Starred Review: “The well-crafted characters, the hot Southern summer, and the coming-of-age events 
are reminiscent of To Kill a Mockingbird. 

Kirkus Reviews: “An engaging and heartfelt presentation that never whitewashes the difficult time and situation as 
Little Man comes of age.” 

Vince Vawter, a former newspaper editor and publisher, weaves a unique 
blend of fact and fiction into his highly autobiographical novels, which can be 
enjoyed by any age. He lives in East Tennessee with his wife on a small farm 
near the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 

View more at vincevawter.com 

Also available: Copyboy 



COPYBOY 

Vince Vawter 

August 2018 
Realistic Young Adult Fiction 
ISBN: 978-1-63079-105-6 
Publisher: Capstone Editions 
Hardcover pages: 240 
Dimensions: 5 ½” X 8 ¼” 

Recommended for ages 12 to 18 

Awards 

Junior Library Guild Selection 
Whippoorwill Book Award 
Bank Street Best Children’s Books of the Year 
Publishers Weekly — Noteworthy YA sequels 

Sequel to the Newbery Honor Paperboy: Victor Vollmer isn’t a paperboy anymore. He’s 17 now and a copyboy, 
but his newspaper duties are interrupted by a last request from his beloved mentor that sends him on a journey 
hundreds of miles from home and toward a gathering storm. Confronted by an unfamiliar and threatening world, 
he meets a girl who is strong, smart and bold like no one he has known. Together they venture to a place where 
the river meets sea, and where Victor finds out what the fates have in store for him. 

Kirkus Starred Review: “Victor’s first-person voice – enhanced by the teen’s love of language – is brilliantly 
authentic and heartfelt, especially with his ever-challenging stutter. A lyrical and immersive journey.” 

Vince Vawter, a former newspaper editor and publisher, weaves a unique 
blend of fact and fiction into his highly autobiographical novels, which can be 
enjoyed by any age. He lives in East Tennessee with his wife on a small farm  
near the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  

View more at vincevawter.com 

Also available: Paperboy 



7KH�/DVW�&KHUU\�%ORVVRP

$XWKRU��.DWKOHHQ�%XUNLQVKDZ�
$JH�5DQJH�����DQG�XS
*UDGH�/HYHO���WK�DQG�XS
+DUGFRYHU������SDJHV
/DQJXDJH��(QJOLVK
,6%1���������������
,6%1�������������������
3URGXFW�'LPHQVLRQV������[���[�����LQFKHV

%DVHG�RQ�WKH�UHDO�OLIH�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�WKH�DXWKRU
V�PRWKHU��
7KH�/DVW�&KHUU\�%ORVVRP�WHOOV�WKH�VWRU\�RI�D�\RXQJ�JLUO�
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-DSDQHVH�FXOWXUH��PLQGVHW��DQG�GDLO\�OLIH�GXULQJ�::,,�
OHDGLQJ�XS�WR�DQG�WKURXJK�WKH�KRUURU�RI�WKDW�IDWHIXO�GD\��
7KURXJK�WKLV�XQLTXH�VWRU\��WKH�UHDGHU�OHDUQV�WKDW�WKRVH�
ZKR�ZH�PD\�WKLQN�RI�DV�RXU��HQHPLHV��DUH�QRW�VR�
GLIIHUHQW�IURP�RXUVHOYHV��

8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�2IILFLDO�(GXFDWLRQ�5HVRXUFH�IRU�7HDFKHUV�DQG�
6WXGHQWV

�����)LQDOLVW�6DNXUD�0HGDO�-DSDQ

�����)LQDOLVW�6&%:,�&U\VWDO�.LWH�$ZDUG

��������6FKRODVWLF�:H�1HHG�'LYHUVH�%RRNV�5HDGLQJ�&OXE�
6HOHFWLRQ

0XOWLSOH�1RPLQDWLRQV�IRU�6WDWHZLGH�6FKRRO�/LEUDU\�%RRN�$ZDUGV

.DWKOHHQ�%XUNLQVKDZ�LV�WKH�-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQ�GDXJKWHU�RI�D�
+LURVKLPD�VXUYLYRU�UHVLGLQJ�LQ�&KDUORWWH��1&��:KHQ�QRW�ZULWLQJ��
VKH�SUHVHQWV�KHU�PRWKHU¶V�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�+LURVKLPD�WR�PLGGOH�DQG�
KLJK�VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��,Q�������0V��%XUNLQVKDZ�
ZDV�WKH�IHDWXUHG�VSHDNHU�DW�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�)DOO�(GXFDWLRQ�
6XPPLW�RQ�'LVDUPDPHQW�LQ�1<&��6KH�KDV�SUHVHQWHG�DW�PXOWLSOH�
HGXFDWLRQ��OLWHUDWXUH�DQG�-DSDQHVH�FXOWXUDO�FRQIHUHQFHV�VLQFH�WKH�
ERRN
V�SXEOLFDWLRQ�LQ������

0RUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DW�ZZZ�.DWKOHHQ%XUNLQVKDZ�FRP

.LUNXV�5HYLHZ���

�7ROG�ZLWK�UHYHUHQFH�DQG�DXWKHQWLFLW\��
<XULNR¶V�MRXUQH\�LV�LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�
DXWKRU¶V�PRWKHU¶V�UHDO�OLIH�H[SHULHQFHV�
JURZLQJ�XS�LQ�+LURVKLPD�DQG�VXUYLYLQJ�
WKDW�WUDJLF�GD\�RQ�$XJ�����������7UDJHG\�
DQG�KRSH�FROOLGH�LQ�WKLV�SURPLVLQJ�
PLGGOH�JUDGH�GHEXW�

https://news.un.org/en/audio/2020/01/1055951
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WHEN FIFTH-GRADER JEROME BARNES 

meets Arkie in the local junkyard, he can’t believe 

his eyes! Jerome’s never seen any kid like Arkie, 

because Arkie’s no ordinary kid. He looks more 

like a robot. Or a toy. He’s a Scrapper, from 

Smithytowne, a whole city far beneath the 

surface, where everything is made of Topside 

discards: street signs, bicycles, vacuum cleaners, 

old tires, everything. Even the people! 

When it’s clear Smithytowne is in danger from 

greedy Topsiders, it’s up to Jerome and his 

friends — one human, one Scrapper — to protect 

the city below.

“SCRAP CITY will charm and captivate any child who picks  

it up off the shelf, be them human or Scrapper.”     

    — KIDS READS

“...kids will be taken with the pair of plucky young 

protagonists, and Thornton also crafts a crowd-pleasing,  

Pixar-style supporting cast along the lines of those in  

Cars and Wall-E.”   — BOOKLIST

“SCRAP CITY will hold you like few stories really can. …  

D. S. Thornton writes a compelling story and knows how  

to draw in a reader. Her descriptive prose is enticing and 

gorgeous. ... I promise the story will entice you and keep  

you glued to the pages.”   — KID LIT REVIEWS

The premise is delicious, and the underlying message 

warns against consumerism and consumption.”     

    — KIRKUS REVIEWS

“The pages practically turn themselves.”

    —  FOREWORD 

REVIEWS

Author D. S. THORNTON lives in 

Southern California. She loves to 

collect antique kitchen ware with her 

husband and spends lots of time in 

antique shops. That’s where the idea 

for SCRAP CITY came from. If you 

want to see her smile, hand her a 

puppy.  dsthornton.com

CAPSTONE YOUNG READERS 

capstonepub.com • 1.800.747.4992

SCRAP CITY by D. S. THORNTON

Publisher: Capstone • capstonepub.com 

Age Range: 9 - 12 years

Grades: 4 - 8

Hardcover, Paperback, ebook

Pages: 352

Trimsize: 5.5 x 7.75 x 1.5 nches

JUVENILE FICTION / Fantasy / Friendship / Robots

AWARDS

2015 INDIEFAB Book of the Year Finalist 
Foreword Reviews

2017 Magnolia Award Shortlist
U of So. MS, MS Children’s Museum,  

MS Dept. of Ed., MS Library Assn



The night that eleven-year-old Grady Johnson
looked out his window and wished upon a
shooting star, his life changed forever. Grady, his
Ma, and younger sister Luanne are having a hard
summer. His Dad has died and they are about to
lose their farm.

A solid general purchase for budding sci-fi readers, and a useful story to help kids learn to walk in another's shoes.

ͶKelsey Johnson-Kaiser School Library Journal

SUMMER ON EARTH is a fine way to start a middle-grader on science fiction. Taking place in the in 1978, there's a
farm family, an alien, some actual science and some psuedo-science, and a great deal of humor. Plus at its core it's
a sweet tale of first contact that is also about the welcome given a stranger, his integration in the ĨĂŵŝůǇƚŚĂƚ has
the ring of truth in it, especially needed in these tough times.

- Jane Yolen, Nebula Award Winning Author of Twelve Impossible Things Before Breakfast

Peter Thompson remembers how excited he was when he watched the live television transmission of
the first astronaut stepping on to the moon. Since that moment, he began to appreciate the vastness
of space and the possibility of the existence of alien civilizations.

Award-winning author of Living Proof, this is WĞƚĞƌ͛Ɛ first novel for young readers, born from his love
of reading ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ books to his three sons. Peter Thompson lives with his family outside of Chicago.

Peter Thompson

ISBN: 1943978301

Hardcover 

Trimsize: 6.1 x 1.1 x 9.1 inches

Pages: 296

List Price $15.95 USD

Grades 4-8

JUVENILE FICTION/Science Fiction/Family 

The shooting star he saw was a space craft plunging to Earth, landing near their barn. ET
engineer Ralwil Turth has one goal, to fix his power drive and go back home. Stuck in human
form, he sees this world with alien eyes and starts to learn what it means to be human. Using his
advanced technology he comes up with a magical creation and is sure it will solve all their
problems ʹ but the troubles are only beginning.
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Lucas Mackenzie and the 
London Midnight Ghost Show 
 
Steve Bryant 
 
ISBN: 978-1-939765-47-5 
Paperback 
$14.99 USD 
Pages: 236 
Trim: 5 X 8 inch 
13 X 20 cm 
 
Recommended for 
ages 9-12 
 
Magician and author Steve Bryant 
is a longtime performer of and 
writer about spooky magic. He lives 
in Bloomington, IN. 
 
 
 
 

Lucas Mackenzie is a ghost, has been ever since he 
died at age ten. But he techs a traveling midnight 
ghost show, and the afterlife is anything but dull. Can 
Lucas thwart a dedicated ghost hunter, win the heart 
of the show's fifteen-year-old psychic, or find his 
once-forgotten family? Keep the lights on. Lucas 
Mackenzie is coming to town.                                                   
 
For more see littleegyptmagic.com/lucas.html    
 
Also available: McGrave’s Hotel                                         
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McGrave’s Hotel 
Guests are dying to get in. 
 
Steve Bryant 
 
ISBN: 9781944816506 
Paperback 
$14.99 USD 
Pages: 168 
Trim: 5 X 8 in 
13 X 20 cm 
 
Recommended for 
ages 9-12 

Your room is ready. Spend a night in a haunted 
NYC hotel, 1936. Join 11-year-old bellhop James 
Elliott as he faces vampires, mummies, and mutant 
Nazi spiders with the help of his new best friend, 
Death’s daughter. 
 
Magician and author Steve Bryant is a longtime 
performer of and writer about spooky magic. He 
lives in Bloomington, IN. 
 
For more see littleegyptmagic.com/hotel.html 
 
Also available: Lucas Mackenzie and the London 
Midnight Ghost Show 
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Ripley’s Believe It or Not!  
USA






